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Discussion Topics

The Detective Rob Miller Mysteries Follow DCI Rob Miller and his team as they investigate
murders across London and beyond. Choose your book below to download the accompanying
discussion guide.

Be warned! There are spoilers in the guides, so make sure you’ve finished reading the book first.
The Box Hill Killer (Book 4)

o The Anatomy of a Copycat: How did Suzie Palmer successfully weaponize the infamous MO of the
Pentagram Killer to execute her husband and frame a deceased serial murderer?

o Deception Behind Respectability: What does Noah Palmer’s double life—involving escorts,
illegitimate children, and corporate money laundering—say about the theme of suburban
perfection?

o Political Interference in Policing: In what ways did mayoral candidate Raza Ashraf attempt to
leverage his political connections to shield himself from police scrutiny?



o The Unlikely Key Witness: How does Ronnie Miller’s petty criminal activity inadvertently
provide the missing link in a twelve-year-old cold case?

o Forensic Breakthroughs: How did Dr. Liz Kramer’s microscopic examination of the crime scene
spray paint dismantle the assumption that all four murders were committed by the same person?

Discussion Guide

The Box Hill Killer (Book 4) — Discussion Guide Answers
1. The Anatomy of a Copycat

e The Staged MO: Suzie Palmer learned about the Pentagram Killer's signature methods from
newspaper reports. Seeking a way to murder her husband without suspicion, she drove to an
isolated spot on his training route, struck him with a rock, and staged the scene by spraying a
white circle, carving an inverted pentagram into his chest, and lighting tapered dinner candles.

o Exposing the Copycat: Because the real Pentagram Killer (Alfred Whitaker) was confined to a
hospital at the time of Noah's death, Suzie's elaborate imitation temporarily misled police for
twelve years until forensic re-examination exposed the physical differences in the crime scene.

2. Deception Behind Respectability

o The Public Image: Noah Palmer projected the image of an immaculate, wealthy family man living
in a pristine suburban home with three well-cared-for children.

o The Secret Reality: Behind this facade, Noah maintained a long-term affair with an escort named
[sabella Norton, fathered an illegitimate daughter (Rachel), routed monthly maintenance
payments through a fake company named "Stonewall Storage Co. Ltd," and participated in a
massive corporate money laundering scheme at Global Standard. This contrast underscores the
theme of suburban perfection masking deep personal and corporate corruption.

3. Political Interference in Policing

o Shielding the Candidate: When DCI Rob Miller uncovered that mayoral candidate Raza Ashraf
was tied to Noah Palmer and the Global Standard compliance scandal, Ashraf utilized his political
standing to complain about police harassment.

o Institutional Pressure: As a result, Superintendent Hodge and Acting Superintendent Mayhew
ordered Rob to cease investigating Ashraf to prevent political fallout, illustrating how high-ranking
political figures can exert pressure to divert police scrutiny.

4. The Flawed Alibi

o The Initial Assumption: Suzie Palmer's original alibi was backed by her neighbour, Mrs. Jenkins,
who confirmed seeing Suzie in her kitchen around 6:30 p.m. on the night Noah vanished.

¢ The Re-interview Discovery: When DS Jenny Bird re-interviewed Mrs. Jenkins twelve years later,
the neighbour clarified that while she saw Suzie at home, she had never actually seen Noah ride off
on his bicycle—she had simply taken Suzie's word that she had "just waved him off" [640-641].
This revelation dismantled Suzie's claim regarding the timing of Noah's departure.

5. Forensic Breakthroughs

o Incision Analysis: Pathologist Dr. Liz Kramer conducted a comparative analysis between the
original Pentagram Murders and Noah Palmer’s crime scene photos [563-565].



Physical Discrepancies: She identified that while the original three victims suffered deep, even
cuts made with consistent pressure, the pentagram carved into Noah'’s chest featured significantly
shallower, lighter, and hesitant incisions [563-564]. This physical evidence proved that Noah was
murdered by a distinct copycat rather than Alfred Whitaker
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