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Discussion Topics 

The Detective Rob Miller Mysteries Follow DCI Rob Miller and his team as they investigate 

murders across London and beyond. Choose your book below to download the accompanying 

discussion guide. 

 

Be warned! There are spoilers in the guides, so make sure you’ve finished reading the book first. 

 

1. The Thames Path Killer (Book 1) 

• The Stalker’s Signature and Psychology: How does the killer’s fixation on young, engaged 
women and the ritualistic insertion of engagement rings reveal his psychological motivations and 
past rejections? 

• Personal vs. Professional Strain: In what ways does DI Rob Miller’s intense dedication to his first 
major case as Senior Investigating Officer create friction in his relationship with his fiancée, 
Yvette? 

• Inter-Agency Dynamics: How does the arrival of DCI Jo Maguire from the National Crime Agency 
impact the dynamic of the Putney Major Investigation Team? 
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• Media Pressure and Public Panic: How does the media’s naming of the "Surrey Stalker" shape 
public perception and influence the police team's timeline? 

• The High-Stakes Climax: Discuss the atmospheric and emotional confrontation on Wimbledon 
Common—how does Rob’s final pursuit test his limits as an officer? 

Discussion Guide 

1. The Stalker’s Signature and Psychology 

• Psychological Motivation: Criminal profiler Tony Sanderson identifies that Simon Burridge's 
obsession stems from deep-seated rejection by his first love, Bridget Kane, who jilted him to marry 
another man [1881, 1884, 1885, 2013–2016]. This past trauma twisted into a compulsive, 
vengeful hatred directed specifically at young women who are engaged to be married. 

• The Ritualistic Signature: Burridge ritualistically inserts his victims' engagement rings inside 
their bodies (specifically inside the vagina). This acts as a symbolic punishment and memento, 
forcibly stripping the victims of their marital commitment and re-enacting his grievance over 
being replaced. 

 

2. Personal vs. Professional Strain 

• Obsessive Work Dedication: Being promoted to Senior Investigating Officer on his first major 
homicide case puts intense pressure on DI Rob Miller. His continuous late nights and complete 
absorption in the investigation severely strain his home life. 

• Domestic Friction: Rob's fiancée, Yvette, feels increasingly neglected, isolated, and resentful of his 
career priorities. This creates severe emotional distance and arguments, culminating in Yvette 
locking Rob out or leaving to stay with her sister. 

• Personal Danger: The boundary between Rob's personal life and his job collapses when Burridge 
sees Rob on a televised press conference and deliberately targets Yvette because she is Rob's 
engaged fiancée. 

 

3. Inter-Agency Dynamics 

• Initial Apprehension: When DCI Jo Maguire arrives from the National Crime Agency / Lewisham 
MIT, Rob and his team initially worry that an outside officer is being brought in to usurping 
command or take credit for their work. 

• Collaborative Partnership: Jo intentionally adopts a tactful, non-intrusive approach that respects 
Rob's leadership as SIO. Instead of taking over, she integrates her team's resources—introducing 
formal profiling and expanding the search to nationwide cold cases, which helps identify prior 
victims like Rania Mukhtar and Bridget Kane. 

• Building Trust: Her humble, effective style quickly breaks down barriers within the Putney MIT, 
fostering mutual respect and establishing a lasting partnership with Rob. 

 

4. Media Pressure and Public Panic 

• Sensational Headlines: The media dubs the killer the "Surrey Stalker," creating an immediate 
media frenzy around the case. 
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• Public Anxiety: The moniker causes widespread panic among women in West London and floods 
the police hotline with hundreds of calls and false leads that consume valuable detective hours. 

• Administrative Pressure: The intense publicity places Chief Superintendent Sam Lawrence and 
Rob under heavy scrutiny from the Deputy Commissioner, who threatens to transfer the 
investigation to another team if rapid progress isn't made. 

 

5. The High-Stakes Climax 

• Atmospheric Pursuit: Rob tracks Burridge to a secluded, dark section of Wimbledon Common 
after Yvette's mobile phone pings a nearby cell tower on Parkside. 

• Physical & Emotional Test: Rob finds Burridge attempting to assault Yvette in the dense woods. 
In the violent struggle that follows, Rob sustains significant injuries, including a broken collarbone 
and a severe blow to the head. 

• Crossing Professional Limits: Driven by sheer survival and protective rage, Rob loses control 
and beats Burridge to death with a rock. While he succeeds in saving Yvette, this violent climax 
tests his ethical boundaries as an officer and leads to an Independent Office for Police Conduct 
(IOPC) investigation into self-defence.  
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